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Cooke and of his assistant and collaborator, Mr. Hodges, in presenting 
facts in a popular manner has moreover made this book the most 
attractively illustrated book with which the field of government has 
been enriched in a generation. 

It is somewhat to be regretted, however, that this useful contribu- 
tion should be cumbered with the chapter on the organization of city 
government, a somewhat badly ordered, inaccurate and inadequate 
sketch of forms of city government. This field has been covered so 
well and so often that Mr. Cooke might properly have limited himself 
strictly to the field of administration. 

Raymond Moley. 

Western Reserve University. 

Experts in City Government. Edited by Edward A. Fitz- 
patrick. (New York: D. Appleton and Company. Pp. 
xiv, 363.) 

The latest volume in the National Municipal League Series contains 
the contribution of nearly a score of writers and "experts" in the field 
of city government and administration, among whom are President 
A. L. Lowell, Professors E. A. Ross, Clyde L. King and C. A. Beard, 
and Messrs. Delos F. Wilcox, Edward A. Fitzpatrick, John Collier, 
Morris L. Cooke, and Harold S. Buttenheim. Its scope can best be 
understood from the editor's statements in his preface, "Expert city 
government .... is the much needed agency to transform the 
city into an active, positive, and constructive instrument of public 
welfare." But efficiency is not the first interest of the book: this is, 
rather, "in seeing that the city accomplishes the social purposes which 
brought it into being and makes its continuance necessary." A prime 
factor in gaining this end is a realization of the importance of public 
opinion and "a direct rather than a vicarious citizen interest in support 
of government and particularly of expert government." The present 
volume is directly faced toward these larger aims. Especial attention 
is paid to the concrete and practical matters concerned, and it particu- 
larly strikes home in its emphasis on the lack of attractions offered by 
the public service to the right kind of person, for which situation various 
improvements are suggested. 

As the work of many writers, the book offers some advantages and 
the corresponding essential difficulties. It contains much interesting 
material brought together; it presents views which do not always agree, 
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and to which the editor takes frequent exception; it seems obviously 
written for the lay reader and will be better used for reference than 
for consecutive reading. Of particular interest are the chapters on 
"Citizen Co-operation with Government through the Community 
Center" by John Collier, on "The Control of the Expert" by Pro- 
fessor Beard, and on "Present Use of Experts in Municipal Adminis- 
tration" by Willits Pollock. The last-mentioned chapter includes 
charts showing American, British and Prussian types of municipal 
organization. An appendix contains "city manager mortality data." 
Much of the information which is found in the book will be out of date 
in a short time, while a few of the chapters have been reprinted from 
other publications. There is a sufficient index, and the book is well 
printed. 

Alice Holden. 
Wellesley College. 

The Little Town, Especially in its Rural Relationships. By 
Haklan Paul Douglass. (New York: The Macmillan Com- 
pany. Pp. ix, 258.) 

The cardinal sin of books that profess a frankly "inspirational" 
purpose in the treatment of social or political subjects is looseness of 
thinking, both in the gathering and the interpretation of facts. This 
sin has been very largely avoided by Mr. Douglass, in the present 
volume, and the result is a book of unusual interest and worth. 

Addressed to the "little town mind," the book describes the present 
condition and future possibilities of the little town in language that will 
gain sympathetic attention. From intimate first-hand knowledge of 
what he discusses, and with the background of careful study of the 
literature of his subject, the author takes up such topics as "The 
Town's Relationships and Prospects," "The Town's People," "The 
Town's Tools," and "The Town's Program." The most salient char- 
acteristic of his style is its persuasiveness, and because the book is so 
obviously written by one who knows and cares about the little town, 
its honest criticisms and clear-sighted suggestions ought to find cor- 
dial welcome among little-townsmen. Several copies of this volume 
should be in every small-town library, and where there is no library, 
in the hands of the more public-spirited citizens. 

For the student of American institutions, this volume is of signifi- 
cance for two reasons: First, because it is a contribution to the more 



